
Leather Weights and Usage  

 
0.4-08mm 

At the lighter end this leather is used for linings (shoes, gloves and 
orthotics), at the higher end (0.8) these leathers are used for 
clothing, some jewellery and craft projects, soft bags and books. 
Generally these are chrome leathers. 

 
0.8-

1.2mm 

Ideal weights in chrome leathers for clothing and upholstery, our 
upholstery ranges are generally 0.9-1mm. Our russet vegetable 
tanned leather starts at 1.2mm.  

 
1.2-

1.6mm 

This weight is great for chaps, handbags and clothing like 
motorcycle jackets. This is a popular weight in both vegetable and 
chrome tanned leathers. Some upholstery fits into this section as 
well.  

 
1.6-2mm 

This medium weight russet is perfect for projects like diaries, purses, 
key holders. Chrome tanned leathers of this thickness can be 
utilized for chaps, shoes and handbags, wristbands.  Soft leathers in 
this weight are used in saddlery.   

 
2.0-

2.4mm 

Chrome tanned leathers of this weight are used for heavier 
handbags, tool belts and cases. Vegetable tanned leather in this 
weight will make briefcases, heavier bags, holsters, narrow belts 
and purses.  Alum latigo starts at this weight, ideal for braiding. 

 
2.4-

2.8mm 

Great for rigid bags, narrow belts and straps. This medium weight 
vegetable tanned leather if often lined with a thinner, lighter weight 
chrome tanned leather to increase in creating heavier belts and 
bags. Latigo leathers start in this weight 

 
2.8-

3.2mm 

In Vegetable tanned leather this is a great weight for hand tooling. 
Main uses include carved belts and cases. Superb for deep carving, 
yet heavy enough to be embossed. This is also a good weight for 
medieval armour, dog collars and coasters. 

 
3.2-

3.6mm 

A very popular vegetable tanned leather. Excellent for wide belts, 
saddle bags, straps and knife sheaths.  

 
3.6-4mm 

This heavyweight vegetable tanned leather is primarily used for 
extra durable belts, industrial cases, straps and pet collars. This 
weight is noted for its rugged, heavy thickness. Great for hunting 
and farming. This is also where our cover straps start – a very 
versatile weight.  Bridle leather starts at this weight   

 
4-4.8mm 

Heavyweight vegetable tanned sides used for saddles, weight lifting 
belts.  Bridal and Harness leathers are in this group.  

 
5.2-6mm 

Very heavy vegetable tanned leather. Saddle skirting, western 
saddles, stirrups. Specially tanned shoe sole bends are available in 
this weight and equestrian harness. 

 


